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Sunday January 17th 2016, Lynn and | flew to Hanoi in Vietnam. After a 13 hour flight we arrived at 
5.50am and took a taxi from the airport to the City centre where we explored and enjoyed the very 
different life style 


Hanoi was waking up when we arrived and the first thing we were fascinated by was the outdoor morn- 
ing exercises and dance practises at all public areas especially at the lakeside. Crossing the streets was 
something we had been forewarned about and it consisted of walking unhesitatingly across totally dis- 
regarding the mopeds and other traffic....it worked much to our amazement and we became very adept 
at it. Mopeds driven in every direction , on road and pavement totally overloaded with goods towering 
over the drivers and with whole families on one moped in some cases and mostly wearing pollution 
control masks filled the teaming streets. Street food breakfasts were being enjoyed at every space as 
we walked around. Youngsters befriended us eager to practise their English and they were totally de- 
lightful. It was a fascinating first glimpse ito Vietnam. 


After a long tiring day we and took a taxi back to the airport and flew on to Siem Reap in Cambodia 
that evening arriving pretty tired at around 5.00pm. We were met by our great guide Socheat and our 
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Exercising and dancing in the 
streets 


By Hoan Kiem 
Lake 


~“Some of the great kids that were keen to practise their English 


Photo History 


”n 
e) 
pa) 
e) 
= 
[ok 
jel) 
‘= 
<2) 
<2) 
= 
I 
fed) 
= 
jae 


in the street 


pie Spar = a ayyat'| 
a hi Hill 
Bicoffes whitenér ||| 


§ These colourful stalls sold every- 
thing for funerals including false 
eo Hy money and mobiles to be burnt 
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Arriving tired and pretty jet lagged 
we stayed in a lovely hotel in Siam 
Reap, the Tara Angkor, with its beau- 
tiful rooms and outdoor pool area 
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This family of 4 
on one moped 
and Mum was 
breastfeeding 
the baby 
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Socheta was a mine of information 
and we visited 9 temples some of 
which were crowded with visitors, 
some deep in the jungle and some to- 
tally overgrown with massive trees. 
They were absolutely fascinating and 
well worth the long flight to see them 


f 
| Angkor Wat was the best preserved and 


well known but Ta som was our favour- 


jite. Chau Say Tevoda, Thommanon, 

| Bayon, Ta Keo , Preah Khan and Neak 
| Pean were splendid. We saw the Royal 
| Palace and Terrace of Lepper King and 


ithe magnificent Elephant Terrace 
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Looking up'toward the skye 
inside Angkor Wat 


These old paintings gave us an indication of the vast work involved 
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The sheer scale of the temple sites and the re- 


markable condition left us speechless 
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Lost for centuries in the jungle 


These bathing 
pools were built 


for the concubines 


\\ppmayie “ a 


a> 


s 
3 
& 
ul 
b 
. 


Lunch at Madame Butterflies down 


Photo History an avenue of lemon grass 


VOD 
99OO®H 4 


21 


Ss 
— 
je} 
Pu) 

we 

— 
ie} 
Pu) 
je} 

Bl ox 
a 


Photo History 


25 


Photo History 


28 


Photo History —— Socheat and his 


lovely family 
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Loving, slow renovation of one of the 


elephants in the corner of the temple 
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Ancient artefacts, 


modern tourism 


Their reasoning was that if 


it had not fallen since the 


13th century why should it 
fall today ?? 
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Deep in the jungle 
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Outside the temple site locals 
have set up small stalls selling 
fresh fruit and souvenirs 


Lynny loved the palm hearts 
that were so skilfully prepared 
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a Som Conservation Project 


1998-2012 


carvings, 
sixteenth 


protection of the partial ruins. 

WMF's work was undertaken in coordination with APSARA National 
Authority. WMF's team in Cambodia began work at Ta Som in 1998 by 
documenting the site, removing debris, and clearing access paths. They 
also performed emergency stabilization of fragile and partially collapsed 
structures. During the first phase of work, entranceways, galleries, and 
courtyard areas were cleared, allowing east-west access. Fallen architectural 
details were reassembled and incotporated into the temple and the West and 
East gopuras were repaired and stabilized. 

During the more recent phase of work, a stone conservation workshop 
was established on site, new stone blocks were prepared for consolidation 
and structural stabilization was carried out at the North and South gopuras. 
Work at Ta Som was completed in 2012 and the team has successfully 
improved the stability and presentation of the temple. Access from all 
four sides now allows visitors to explore more areas of the site and better 


understand its history and beauty. 


WEE 
United Nations * Angkor 
; bed on the 
son Aree FeSTTTT7) Educational, Scientific and ‘ — edo in 1900 


eg 
‘4 r . a ceacr i 
_ y . 
| 


- she Gok 


Photo History 


re ot a FOS HF, v*%@ 
’ 4 


> 
= 
je) 
y 
a 
= 
ie) 
yp 
fe) 
pl ox 
a 


Photo History 


Socheat was very reserved and 
laughed naturally but never when 


there was a camera present so we 
Lagerstroemia calyculata is a deciduous tree growing 20 - 
35 metres tall. The bole can be 40 - 80cm in diameter. The 
succeeded tree is harvested from the wild for its timber. 


took this as a challenge ...and we 
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The seeds of several varieties of Morning glory (Ipomoea violacea) contain a naturally occurring tryptamine called Lysergic 


Acid Amide (LSA), which is closely related to LSD. Seeds are taken orally, and can be eaten whole or the active alkaloids can 
be extracted. 
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The trees growing over the ruins 
when it was rediscovered 
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stabilized ruin within its rare jungle setting. Since its inception 
the project has emphasized the training of Khmer architects, 
engineers, archaeologists and a cadre of local craftspeople 
who are increasingly assuming roles in Angkor's protection. 
WMF's work at Preah Khan continues to serve as exemplars 


of privately-supported architectural conservation work in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. 
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_ The way the jungle had covered this temple—Ta Prohm was 


er absolutely breath-taking as the following shots show. This 


was the location for Lara Croft in Tomb Raider 
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The tree roots can even be seen 
here making their way through 
the door opening 


The 1965 film of Joseph Conrad’s 
Lord Jim, with Peter O’Tool is one 
of the few other films to be shot 
at Angkor Wat. 
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The air-conditioned car and the bottle of 
iced water was always very welcome 
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Ta Keo Temple conservation 
and restoration funded by Peo- 
ple’s republic of China 
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Chau Say Tevoda Conservation & 
Restoration Project also funded 
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Preah Khan is a temple 
at Angkor, Cambodia, 
built in the 12th centu- 
ry for King Jayavarman 
VII to honour his father. 
It is located northeast 
of Angkor Thom 
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represen a ie id i 
Lol. ra. he savior god of 2 
Buda! | ao was much worshipped a 
Jayavatinsa VII's reign. Preah Khan is omni * 
few monuments to have kept its original name. 
The founding stele is written entirely in Sanskrit 
with the name of the temple expressed as JayaSti. 
The name Jayasti or Preah Khan means "sacred 
sword" which was at the same time the 
coronation name of its royal constructor. More 
than a single temple (see the enlargement of the 
central group), the monument was in its time a 
real city with a whole population divided 
according to their functions. The temple was also 
a site of Buddhist studies with its retinue of 
spiritual masters and their disciples. 

During the Middle Period, a stupa (see 
photograph) was erected in place of Lokegvara in 
the central sanctuary. This had the advantage of 
symbolising Buddhism in all its forms. 
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Sometimes one can’t resist swinging 


on the hanging branches 


~~ 


_..and sometimes the 


branches give way... !!1! 
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the project has emphasized the training of Khmer architects, 
engineers, archaeologists and a cadre of local craftspeople 
who are increasingly assuming roles in Angkor's protection. 
WMF's work at Preah Khan continues to serve as exemplars 


of privately-supported architectural conservation work in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. 
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Reconstruction and renovation is 
ongoing but it is a mammoth task 
and despite it being a World Herit- 
age site it is going to require vast 
sums of money and specialist dedi- 
cated craftsmen 
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The temple area with 


mare uaany visited temples marked 


Cambodia and Vietnam provided me with endless photo-opportunities and this book is 


just scratching the surface of the hundreds of fascinating varied pictures | have taken. 


As | compile my books it all comes flooding back and | can only hope it gives others 
some of the pleasure that Lynn and | got from being in these wonderful places 


Photography is a fantastic medium to capture those special moments and | feel that as | 
get older | am blessed with the ability to see and capture just some of the wonders that 
are out there to be marvelled at and will change as time goes by so these records will 
become more valuable just like the old time Victorians with their world trips. 


| increasingly am aware of everyone around me taking photos now and the latest 
‘selfie’ photos abound, but what do most people do with their endless stock of photos? 


| fear they are filed away digitally and eventually just like the last generation with wal- 
lets full of photos back from the chemist now lay forgotten in drawers only to be redis- 
covered by the next generation who will not be able to put them in context and there- 
fore lose a valuable contribution to ‘Photo History...well that’s my thought anyway.. 
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